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‘Housing for life – Quality modifications enable independence, safety and dignity’ 
www.homemods.info; Home modification information at your fingertips…
One in five Australians, including 56% of Australia’s population over the age of 65, report some form of sensory, physical, psychological or emotional disability. Houses are rarely designed with disabilities in mind and, as a result, activities that some people may consider part of their daily routine, such as climbing stairs, standing, sitting, finding their way around the home or having a shower may be very challenging. 
Home modifications - making changes to aspects of a homes’ design by installing assistive aids or altering the building structure - can greatly impact a person’s quality of life. Sometimes even fairly simple modifications, such as a grabrail attached to the toilet wall, can make a big difference in a person’s ability to more easily and confidently go about their daily life. Home Modification and Maintenance Service Providers can assist in providing modifications to homes. 
Whether you are a health worker, community member or an industry professional, the Home Modification Information Clearinghouse website is an online information resource that can help make your day to day life easier.
www.homemods.info provides detailed evidence-based and topical research into such aspects of home modification as grabrail orientation and grip size, non-slip coatings for tiled floors, appropriate ramp design, access and egress for people with disabilities and smoke alarms for people with vision and hearing impairments. In addition to research conducted by the Clearinghouse, the website provides users with access to both a comprehensive library database of home modification information and a library of web-links relating to a variety of home modification issues, ranging from accessible gardening to home aids and accessibility for children. 

To make the process of modifying a home easier, the Clearinghouse website provides a contact list of all the Home Modification and Maintenance Providers in NSW. You can search the Home Modification Services by post code to find the service closest to you. These services will then be able to let you know the steps that you need to follow in order to have an assessment for home modifications. If a higher level of day to day care is required, you can also access links to community care service providers. 

Registering as a user of the website will allow you to subscribe to the HMinfo Clearinghouse quarterly newsletter to obtain information on our latest research, as well as book and website reviews on aspects of ageing, disability and home modifications. You can also ask questions and share information with others by posting to our forum page. 
To access all of this information and more, go to www.homemods.info . If you know someone who you believe may benefit from the information provided on our website, please let them know of us. We hope that the website proves to be a valuable resource and would appreciate any feedback that may help us to improve our site.  
Yours sincerely,
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Tanja von Behrens
Research Assistant
Home Modification Information Clearinghouse

The University of Sydney
Cumberland Campus C42, East Street (PO Box 170), Lidcombe  NSW  1825

Telephone: +61 2 9351 9215
Facsimile:   +61 2 9351 9197
Email:  hmminfo@fhs.usyd.edu.au 
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